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C L A S S I C  D I S C I P L E S H I P  

Building Mature Disciples 
Horatius Bonar 

 
 
 
In the still air the music lies unheard, 

In the rough marble beauty lies unseen; 
To make the music and the beauty needs 
The Master’s touch, the sculptor’s chisel keen. 

 
Great Master, touch us with thy skilful hand; 

Let not the music that is in us die. 
Great Sculptor, hew and polish us; nor let  

Hidden and lost, they form within us die! 
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What Are We Doing When We Disciple Others 

 

We are watching “one 
truth after another 
assuming its place in the 
firmament of their minds, 
like the stars appearing in 
the evening sky as 
daylight fades away.” 1

                                                                          

1 A.B. Bruce, The Training of the Twelve, ed. John Musselman (Atlanta: The Jackson Institute, 1996), vol. 1, 
p. 11. 
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Modeling 

Imitators 
“Brethren, join in following my example (imitate me), and observe those who walk 
according to the pattern you have in us” (Phil. 3:17). 

“I exhort you therefore, be imitators of me” (I Cor. 4:16). 

“Be imitators of me as I also am of Christ” (I Cor. 11:1). 

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children” (Eph. 5:1). 

“You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia” (I Thess. 1:6-7). 

“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are 
in Judea” (I Thess. 2:14). 

“Be imitators of those who through faith inherit the promises” (Heb. 6:12). 

Imitate 
“For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example; because we did not 
act in an undisciplined manner among you, nor did we eat anyone’s bread without 
paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we 
might not be a burden to any of you; not because we do not have the right to this, but 
in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you might follow our example (II 
Thess. 3:7-9). 

“Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering 
the outcome of their way of life, imitate their faith” (Heb. 13:7). 

“Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good” (III John 11). 

Example 
“For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you” (John 13:15). 

“In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds…” (Titus 2:7). 
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“Nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples 
to the flock” (I Peter 5:3). 

“Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, 
as they also craved” (I Cor. 10:6). 

“So that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia” (I 
Thess. 1:7). 

“Observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us” (Phil. 3:17). 

 

H O W  B I B L I C A L  M O D E L I N G  W O R K S  

1. We are shaped by God and His Word. 
The more a life is molded by the Word, the more it becomes an example, a model 
or a mold. The example represents what the Word says. One is first an imitator, 
then an example. 

2. We become an example. 
The objects mentioned in the Bible are good deeds (Titus 2:7), speech, conduct, 
love, faith, and purity (I Tim. 4:12). The Word and our example bear witness to the 
truth of the Gospel. 

3. Model your life in Christ to others. 
Modeling is the greatest cause of unconscious learning. 
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T H E  I L L U S T R A T I O N  O F  A  T Y P E W R I T E R  

 

 

 

First, the keys on a typewriter are molded for the 
proper letters/numbers/symbols. Once installed 
and the stroke made, the key makes an impression 

on the paper. 

Paul is first molded by Christ and His Word, then 
becomes an example and makes an impression on those 

around him.  

 

 

 

S E R M O N S  W E  S E E  

I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day, 
I'd rather one should walk with me than merely show the way. 
The eye's a better pupil and more willing than the ear; 
Fine counsel is confusing, but example's always clear; 
And the best of  all the preachers are the men who live their creeds, 
For to see the good in action is what everybody needs. 
I can soon learn how to do it if  you'll let me see it done 
I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast can run. 
And the lectures you deliver may be very wise and true, 
But I'd rather get my lesson by observing what you do. 
For I may misunderstand you and the high advice you give,   
But there's no misunderstanding how you act and how you live. 
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Teaching 2

1. Get and keep your group interested…show 
excitement! 

2. Be prepared…know what you want to say and 
how you are going to facilitate. 

3. Use life illustrations. 

4. Be fully dependent on the Holy Spirit. 
 

                                                                          

2 From a conversation with Dr. Gerhard Van Groningen in January, 2001. 
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The Transmission of the Gospel 

I N S I G H T S  F R O M  P H I L I P P I A N S  4 : 9  

 

 
DiscipleMaker 

 
Disciples 

 
Response

 

 
Meaning 

 
 

Learn 
 

 
This learning is the fruit of Paul’s teaching. Introduced by a 
definite relative pronoun, this sentence highlights the specific 
rather than general matters that Paul wants them to learn. 

 
 
 
 
 

Receive 

 
This word is not a mere repetition of the verb “to learn” 
(above). Rather, “it is a technical term for the receiving of a 
tradition for the purpose of handing it on intact to others. 
With this word, Paul in effect is saying that he passed on to 
the Philippians not only the things that had come to him by 
revelation, but also those established elements of the 
Christian message that had first been carefully passed on to 
him by others.”3

 
 
 

Hear 

 
What did the Philippians hear about the Apostle Paul? They 
probably heard about his virtues and character, his love for Jesus 
Christ, his obedience, his passion for the lost, his vision, his 
faithfulness in suffering, etc.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philippians 

 
 
 

See 

 
“Paul believed that those who tell others to become 
Christians are obliged to show them what it is to be a 
Christian. Hence, because there always existed such a close 
connection between the word Paul preached and the life he 
lived, he could say without embarrassment or arrogance – 
‘Look to me! Follow my example! Imitate me!’ (I Cor. 11:1; 
Phil. 3:17).”4

 
 

                                                                          

3 Gerald F. Hawthorne, Word Biblical Commentary, ed. David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Waco, TX: 
Word Books, Publisher, 1983), p. 189. 

4 Ibid., p. 190. 

Building Mature Disciples 8-7 



C L A S S I C  D I S C I P L E S H I P  

Everything Paul “knew and believed and taught was embodied in himself, so that those who learn, 
receive and hear could see what doctrine looked like in living form. It appears that he was of the 
conviction that the truths of the Christian gospel must never be abstracted from action and put 
into high-toned word and phrases, but always expressed in the life of the teacher.”5

 
“The first thing in a preacher is that he should speak, not with his mouth only, but by his life, and 
procure authority for his doctrine by rectitude (moral excellence) of life.”6

 

                                                                          

5 Ibid. 

6 John Calvin, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, trans. T.H.L. Parker, ed. David W. Torrance 
and Thomas F. Torrance (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1965), p. 291. 
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Four Stages in discipleship 

 

1. You do it alone. 

 

2. You do it and they watch (association, 
impartation, demonstration). 

 

3. They do it and you watch (delegation, 
supervision). 

 

4. They do it alone (reproduction). 
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